
6
th

 Grade Suggested Summer Reading 
 

Realistic Fiction 

As Brave As You by Jason Reynolds 

Being sent to the country for the summer is culture shock for Genie and his older 

brother, but it offers an opportunity to get to know Grandpop and uncover some 

dark family secrets. 

 

First Rule of Punk by Celia Perez 

After Maria Luisa O'Neill-Morales moves with her Mexican-American mother to 

Chicago, she violates her school's dress code with her punk rock aesthetic and 

spurns the school's most popular girl in favor of starting a band with a group of 

like-minded friends. 

 

Hello Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly 

The lives of four misfits are intertwined when a bully's prank lands shy Virgil at 

the bottom of a well, and Valencia, Kaori, and Gen band together in an epic quest 

to find and rescue him. 

 

See You in the Cosmos by Jack Cheng 

Alex--a smart, good-hearted, space-obsessed eleven-year-old boy with an absent 

father and a troubled mother--travels with his dog, Carl Sagan, to a rocket 

convention, learning truths about life and himself along the way. 

 

Save Me a Seat by Sarah Weeks 

Recent immigrant Ravi and lifelong U.S. resident Joe become friends the first 

week of fifth grade when they are brought together by a common enemy--the 

biggest bully in school--and a shared need to take control of their lives. 

 

Adventure/Mystery 

Goldfish Boy by Lisa Thompson 

Emotionally crippled by his obsessive-compulsive disorder, teenager Matthew 

Corbin rarely leaves his room but end up being the key to solving a mystery. 

 

Escape from Mr. Lemoncello's Library by Chris Grabenstein 

Twelve-year-old Kyle gets to stay overnight in the new town library, designed by 

his hero (gamemaker Luigi Lemoncello), with other students but finds that come 

morning he must work with friends to solve puzzles in order to escape. First in 3 

book series. 



Parker Inheritance by Varian Johnson 

Twelve-year-old Candice is spending the summer in the old house in South 

Carolina that belonged to her late grandmother. While there, she hunts for a buried 

treasure, exonerates her grandmother, and exposes an old injustice. 

 

Theodore Boone series by John Grisham 

Theo is only 13 but already so much a lawyer in his own mind that he keeps an 

"office" at home and dispenses legal advice to classmates and even adults.  

 

Historical Fiction 

Journey of  Little Charlie by Paul Christopher Curtis 

After his sharecropper father dies in debt, twelve-year-old Little Charlie agrees to 

what seems like a good deal: settling his family's accounts in exchange for 

accompanying the plantation overseer north in search of fugitives. 

 

Raymie Nightingale by Kate DiCamillo 

Hoping that if she wins a local beauty pageant her father will come home, Raymie 

practices twirling a baton and performing good deeds as she is drawn into an 

unlikely friendship with a drama queen and a saboteur. 

 

The War that Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 

A young disabled girl and her brother are evacuated from London to the English 

countryside during World War II, where they find life to be much sweeter away 

from their abusive mother. First in 2 book series. 

Non-Fiction 

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson 

 The author shares her childhood memories and reveals the first sparks that ignited 

her writing career in free-verse poems about growing up in the North and South. 

 

Uncommon Champions: fifteen athletes who battled back by Mary Kaminsky  

This book tells the stories of courageous athletes who battled adversity to find 

success. 

 

The Whydah: A Pirate Ship Feared, Wrecked, and Found  by Martin W. Sandler 

Presents the exciting true story of the captaincy, wreck, and discovery of the 

Whydah--the only wrecked pirate ship ever found--which sank off the coast of 

Cape Cod in 1717. 

 

Graphic Novels 



All’s Faire in Middle School by Victoria Jamieson 

Homeschooled by Renaissance Fair enthusiasts, eleven-year-old Imogene has a 

hard time fitting in when her wish to enroll in public school is granted. 

 

Be Prepared by Vera Brosgol 

All Vera wants to do is fit in―but that’s not easy for a Russian girl in the suburbs. 

Her friends live in fancy houses and their parents can afford to send them to the 

best summer camps. Vera’s single mother can’t afford that sort of luxury, but 

there's one summer camp in her price range―Russian summer camp. 

 

Brave by Svetlana Chmakova 

Although shy Jensen daydreams about being a hero, the reality of his school life is 

very different, but when two school newpaper writers begin to put him in their 

stories, he discovers he may have to find real solutions for his problems. 

 

Fable Comics: Amazing Cartoonists Take On Classic Fables from Aesop  

Twenty-eight fables from different cultures and traditions are wonderfully adapted 

and illustrated in comic format by twenty-six different cartoonists. 

 

Fantasy/Sci-Fi 

Life on Mars by Jennifer Brown 

Twelve-year-old Arcturus Betelgeuse Chambers comes from a family of stargazers 

and his quest to find life on other planets is unstoppable. A heartwarming story of 

true friendship-earthly or otherwise. 

 

Snow & Rose by Emily Winfield Martin 

Snow and Rose search the forest for their missing father and discover there is a 

sinister magic at work in the woods. 

 

Wild Robot by Peter Brown 

Roz the robot discovers that she is alone on a remote, wild island with no memory 

of where she is from or why she is there, and her only hope of survival is to try to 

learn about her new environment from the island's hostile inhabitants. 

 

Wizards of Once by Cresida Crowell 

When the unmagical son of the King of the Wizards and the magical daughter of 

the Warrior Queen collide on the trail of a deadly witch, it's the start of a grand 

adventure that just might change the fabric of their worlds. 

 
*Annotations provided by publishers 


